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LO O K U P  ·  N U R S I N G  H O M E S

CALIFORNIA NURSING HOME LOOKUP
SEE WHAT INSPECTORS FOUND
AT YOUR FAMILY'S FACILITY.
Search any California nursing home that Medicare or Medicaid certifies, by name or city. Each

result shows its CMS star ratings, staffing hours, recent inspection citations with dates, fines

and payment denials, the abuse icon, and the organizations that own it. A citation is an

inspector's finding. It is not proof of abuse or neglect.

HAVE THESE READY BEFORE YOU SEARCH
The facility's name, or the city it is in

Many facilities go by a shorter name than the one CMS lists. A search by city shows every certified nursing home there, so you

can find it in that list.

The months your family member lived there

Every citation has an inspection date. Comparing those dates with the time your family member was a resident shows which

findings come from that period.

Whether it is a nursing home or assisted living

This lookup covers nursing homes certified by Medicare or Medicaid. Assisted living facilities are licensed by the state, not

certified by Medicare, so they are not in these files.

AFTER YOU FIND THE FACILITY
Write down its CMS Certification Number

The six-character number identifies the facility in every federal file, even if its name changes. It makes a request for the full

inspection reports precise.

Open its page on Medicare's Care Compare

Care Compare is Medicare's own page for the facility, with the same ratings and inspection results. CMS's rating system page

also links the full statements of deficiencies, with the inspectors' written findings, which this lookup does not copy.

Keep your own notes, photographs and messages

What you saw on visits, when you saw it, and the names of staff you spoke with can matter as much as any rating. Our guide to

nursing home deaths explains the claims that can follow.

Ask a lawyer to request that records be kept

A lawyer can ask the facility in writing to keep the chart, the care plan, incident reports, call light logs, staffing records and any

video.

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/health-safety-standards/certification-compliance/five-star-quality-rating-system
http://localhost:3011/los-angeles-wrongful-death-lawyer/nursing-home-deaths/


WHAT A CITATION MEANS, AND WHAT IT DOES NOT
A citation, which CMS calls a deficiency, is an inspector's finding that a nursing home did not meet a federal requirement when it

was inspected. It is not proof of abuse or neglect, and it does not say what caused any injury or death. A facility can dispute a

citation; disputed citations are marked. The letter beside each citation is CMS's scope and severity code, from its Five-Star

technical guide. The lookup shows the data as CMS publishes it and never ranks facilities.

FACILITIES THIS SEARCH DOES NOT COVER
The CMS files cover nursing homes that Medicare or Medicaid certifies and that are open now. A facility that has closed drops

out of the files, and assisted living facilities are not in them. Inspection results and complaint findings for certified nursing homes

also appear on Medicare's Care Compare. California's Department of Public Health also publishes facility information.

WHERE THE DATA COMES FROM
The lookup searches a copy of five files from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Provider Data Catalog, California

rows only: Provider Information, Health Deficiencies, Penalties, Ownership and the Citation Code Look-up, described in CMS's

data dictionary. We refresh the copy after each monthly CMS release, and its dates are shown with the search. Individual owners

are counted, not named; their names are on Care Compare. The lookup does not log your searches. Wise Law is not affiliated

with CMS or Medicare, and CMS does not endorse this page. This page is general information, not legal advice.

Free case review: (424) 235-7879. No fee unless we recover. If there is no recovery, you owe no fee and no case costs. Se habla español. The web version saves

your progress: https://www.wiseinjuryfirm.com/library/tools/nursing-home-lookup/

Written and reviewed by Josh Kohanim, Esq., California Bar No. 328609. Reviewed November 9, 2026. This website is for general information and is not legal

advice. Contacting us does not create an attorney-client relationship, which is formed only by a signed written fee agreement. No attorney's fee unless we recover.

If there is no recovery, you owe no fee and no case costs. The written fee agreement explains this before representation begins. Prior results do not guarantee a

similar outcome.

Josh Kohanim, Esq., Wise Personal Injury & Accident Law, APC, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Suite 361, Tarzana, CA 91356. (424) 235-7879. Licensed by the State Bar of
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/certificationandcomplianc/downloads/usersguide.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/certificationandcomplianc/downloads/usersguide.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/dataset/4pq5-n9py
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/dataset/r5ix-sfxw
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/dataset/g6vv-u9sr
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/dataset/y2hd-n93e
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/dataset/tagd-9999
https://data.cms.gov/provider-data/sites/default/files/data_dictionaries/nursing_home/NH_Data_Dictionary.pdf

